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The prison visitors are a voluntary organization of private indi-
viduals appointed by the Prison Commissioners to visit prisoners in
their cells and keep them in touch with the outside world. For
Oxford prison there are ten men1 drawn from the counties served by
the prison. Each visitor is allotted from six to eight prisoners and
receives a key to the cells and is allowed absolute privacy during
conversations with prisoners. In some cases—but these are rare—
prisoners refuse to have a visit. As a rule the prisoner appreciates
visitors, who break the monotony of prison routine and enable him
to discuss the circumstances of his home and family during his
absence, and also to make plans for his future. As the prison visitors
are represented on the executive committee of the Joint Prisoners'
Aid Societies, the information gained during visits can be of great
use in giving a man a fresh start on his discharge.
Another voluntary prison organization of interest is that for hold-
ing cksses in the prison; this has been described above (p. 262).
This section would not be complete without a mention of certain
private organizations which, although they have little or no statutory
powers, yet do valuable work as scouts and skirmishers in the attack
upon current social problems. The right of the inspectors of the
N.S.P.CC to present to the juvenile court individuals in need of
care and protection has already been mentioned. Tackling what is
fundamentally the same problem, but from a different angle, the
Oxford diocese maintains three paid, full-time moral welfare workers
in the Survey Area, one of whom works in Oxfordshire, one in north
Berkshire, and one is an organizer responsible for this work through-
out the diocese. For the city of Oxford there is a committee for
moral welfare which maintains a paid full-time worker. These
bodies do what is commonly known as 'rescue work*, for example,
obtaining assistance, whether financial or otherwise, for unmarried
mothers and their children, and trying to check professional prosti-
tution at the source by taking amateurs off the streets. Their work
brings them into close touch with the Mission House and the
House of Refuge and also with the official machinery represented
by the probation officers. In this connexion, too, the extremely
valuable work done by the Comrades5 Club, various boys' clubs,
Toe H, the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., the Church Army, and the
Salvation Army should not be forgotten. Allied to these, also, is
the organization of mental health workers described in an earlier
volume.3
1 Since 1922 there have been no female prisoners in the Oxford prison.
a E. F. Pinsent, The Mental Health Services (1937).

